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Egyptian Health Department Forms Medical Reserve Corps Unit

Saline, Gallatin and white Counties, IL – If you have ever sat and watched the news coverage of an event like the recent earthquakes in Haiti and China or the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and wished there was something you could do to really help. Or if events like those made you wonder how prepared your own community is, then joining the Medical Reserve Corps may be for you. Despite the name, a medical background is not required to volunteer, nor are large chunks of your time. 

Egyptian Health Department was recently approved to form a Medical Reserve Corps Unit for its three-county area of Saline, Gallatin, and White counties. Medical Reserve Corps or MRC units are community-based and function as a way to locally organize and utilize volunteers who want to donate their time and expertise to prepare for and respond to emergencies. These units allow for trained volunteers to be used in an organized manner. MRC volunteers supplement existing emergency and public health resources.

The MRC was founded after President Bush’s 2002 State of the Union Address, in which he asked all Americans to volunteer in support of their country. It is a specialized component of Citizen Corps, a national network of volunteers dedicated to ensuring hometown security. Situations in which volunteers might be used are mass vaccination and dispensing clinics, disaster sheltering, or other public health emergencies. The tragic events of September 11, 2001, precipitated the forming of MRC units, however more recent events reiterate the need for them. The H1N1 pandemic that began in 2009 illustrated the importance of advance preparation for vaccination clinics in the event of a major pandemic. Other events such as flooding and ice storms in recent years have impacted our area and tested emergency response.

MRC volunteers may include medical and public health professionals both active and retired, such as physicians, nurses, pharmacists, dentists, and veterinarians. However, any community members—interpreters, chaplains, office workers, legal advisors, and others—are needed to fill key positions. 

For more information or to register, please contact Cindy Wise at 618-273-3326 or Amy Harrison at 618-382-7311.
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